Toward a phenomenology of boundaries in medicine: chronic illness experience in the case of stroke.
In this article I explore the ambiguous nature of the boundaries of authority and responsibility in medicine by discussing two dimensions of patients' response to long-term ramifications of stroke. A phenomenological examination of the chronic illness experience is employed to identify how and the extent to which medicine's power both responds to and affects the individual sufferer. Rather than interpret the illness process as a dichotomy between medical control and patient autonomy, this article presents some assumptions about the boundaries of medical authority that are held by patients and practitioners alike. I suggest that dilemmas that patients face following a stroke are responses to medicine's limits and scope as well as reflections of medicine's goals and values. I argue that phenomenological studies of existential responses to illness are necessary in order to understand cultural sources of unmet expectations resulting from chronic conditions.